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Grant Preparation Topics 
Information about 

the FY26 Non-Profit 
Grant

Important Dates Funding Eligibility Threat Assessment 
(Required)

Unique Entity 
Identification 

Numbers (Required)

Heads Up on 
Application. Look at 

Old FY26 
Application

What can I apply 
for?Mission Statement 

(Required)

AEL List. 
DOUBLE CHECK. 
WHAT IS IT YOU 

WANT????

Application Release, 
Grant Writing & 

Submission
Questions



FY26 Homeland Security 
Non-Profit Grant 

Program
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FY26 Federal 
Appropriation

FY26 Federal Appropriations are still 
pending Congressional approvals and 

guidance.

Items within the FY26 Funding 
Guidance are subject to change, based 
on funding amounts; Federal Notice of 
Funding; Guidance and FEMA/DHS.   

The Application is an Application and 
not a Guarantee of any funding. 



The Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Homeland Security Non-
Profit Grant Program (HSGP) is provided by 
Department of Homeland Security and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

This funding awarded for physical and cybersecurity 
enhancements and other security-related activities to 
non-profit  organizations that are at high risk for 
terrorist attacks. 

Non-Profit Grant Program:



Federal Funding for Non-Profit Grant Programs

The Mississippi Office of Homeland 
Security is typically awarded between 
25 and 40 grants each year, supported 
by approximately $2.5 million to $3.5 

million in federal funding. 

The number of awards and the total 
amount of funding vary annually based 

on federal allocations, statewide 
demand, and program priorities 

established by DHS/FEMA.



FY26 Homeland Security 
Non-Profit Grant Program

Important Dates
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Key Non-Profit Announcements Key Dates
Notice of Grant Preparation Sessions February 20, 2026
Grant Writing Sessions March 18, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.

April 1, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.
Application Release Date Pending FEMA-TBD
Application Deadlines to MOHS Pending FEMA TBD
Application Review Period TBD
Award Announcement TBD
Period of Performance 9/1/2026-8/31/2029

Important Dates for Non-Profit Grant Program



Funding Eligibility for 
FY26 Grant Application



Federal 
Funding 
for FY26 
Eligibility

Eligible nonprofit organizations 
are those organizations that are: 

Described under section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (IRC) and exempt from tax 
under section 501(a) of such code. 



Federal Funding for FY26 
Eligibility

• Eligible nonprofit organizations are those organizations 
that are: 

Able to demonstrate, through the application, that the 
organization is at high risk of a terrorist attack. 



Funding Eligibility
Note: The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) does not require certain 
organizations such as churches, mosques, and synagogues to 
apply for and receive a recognition of exemption under section 
501(c)(3) of the IRC. 

Refer to links below for additional information:

• https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-
organizations/exemptionrequirements-section-501-c-3-organizations

• https://www.irs.gov/publications/p557
• https://www.irs.gov/charities-and-nonprofits
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Eligibility for Funding
To be eligible for funding under the Nonprofit Security 
Grant Program, applicants must meet the following 
requirements:

• Maintain a current and active Unique Entity 
Identification (UEI) number. Organizations must 
ensure their UEI is valid and fully active in 
SAM.gov prior to submitting an application.

• Not appear on the federal suspended or debarred list. 
Applicants must be in good standing and free of any 
federal suspension or debarment actions that would 
prohibit the receipt of federal funds.



Ineligible Entities

ORGANIZATIONS ACTIVE 
IN POLITICS, LOBBYING, 
AND ADVOCACY WORK

UTILITY COMPANIES FOR-PROFIT 
TRANSPORTATION 

COMPANIES, SUCH AS A 
COMPANY OFFERING 

BUS SERVICE 

FOR-PROFIT HOSPITALS, 
MEDICAL CENTER AND 

OLDER CARE FACILITIES

VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
ORGANIZATIONS 

(KIWANIS, ROTARY, AND 
LIONS CLUBS) 

LABOR, AGRICULTURAL 
OR HORTICULTURAL 

ORGANIZATIONS

HOMEOWNER 
ASSOCIATIONS



Release of the Non-Profit 
Application Applications and all required application documents are 

released to the states only after FEMA issues the official 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). The Nonprofit 
Security Grant Program application and its 
corresponding materials are developed solely by FEMA, 
and states are not permitted to revise, amend, or release 
these documents prior to FEMA’s designated release 
date.

At this time, FEMA has not released the upcoming 
federal NOFO, and no formal timelines or anticipated 
release dates have been provided.

As official guidance becomes available from FEMA, the 
Mississippi Office of Homeland Security (MOHS) will 
publish updates and announcements on the MOHS 
website: https://www.homelandsecurity.ms.gov/
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Preparation Steps Before the 
Application Release

• Vulnerability Assessment (WORK ON NOW)

• Unique Entity Identification Number (WORK ON 
NOW)

• Mission Statement of the Project (WORK ON NOW)

• Proof of 501(C)(3) (If Not a House of Worship) 
(WORK ON NOW)



FY26 Non-Profit 
Grant Application

Vulnerability 
Assessment
(Required)



Non-Profit Vulnerability Assessment

Multiple Resources for a Vulnerability Assessments:
• Houses of Worship Security Self-Assessment
https://www.cisa.gov/houses-worship-security-self-
assessment
• MOHS Non-Profit Vulnerability Assessment 

Worksheet
• Local Law Enforcement Report
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Houses of Worship Security Self-Assessment

https://www.cisa.gov/houses-worship-security-self-assessment
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MOHS Non-Profit 
Vulnerability 
Assessment 
Worksheet



FY26 Non-Profit 
Grant Application

Unique Entity 
Identification

(Required)



FY26 Federal 
Unique Entity 
Identification 

Number

If someone or a website offers 
to help you set up an UEI 

Number and charge you, this is 
a SCAM. 

UEI Numbers are federal 
identification numbers and are 

FREE. 



FY26 Federal 
Unique Entity 
Identification 

Number

• Unique Identification Number (UEI) 
will be a twelve (12) character numeric 
and letter-based identification.

• Example: Z12RTK8RW2QZ

• Identification will not expire or be 
required to be renewed, it will just need 
to be updated, as changes or personnel 
changes occur in your agency.

• Agencies will have a choice to have 
information that can be viewed by the 
public or not.



Setting up an UEI Number

https://sam.gov/content/home

https://sam.gov/content/home


Setting up an UEI 
Number

https://sam.gov/content/entity-
registration

https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
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Setting up an UEI 
Number

Entity Registration 
Checklist (iae-prd-

videos.s3.amazonaws.com)

https://iae-prd-videos.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/entity-checklist.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20230117T142708Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=86399&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAY3LPYEEX3RP4EDU2%2F20230117%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=cc4e968df0d1af1f84b6fbd0d7a594ded5e8ca2e6bd5cf208429d429adb55550
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Setting up an UEI Number

The MOHS Grants Department does not have access into the SAM/UEI 
Federal Database to help entities. This is the organization’s responsibility to 
fulfill all the requirements to get a UEI number. Without a UEI Number, the 
MOHS can not issue federal funds. 

Organization 
Start Date

Fiscal Year 
Information

Incorporation 
Information

Financial 
Information

Executive 
Compensation

Federal Contract 
Information

Point of 
Contacts



FY26 Non-Profit Grant 
Application

Mission Statement
(Required)



Organization Mission Statement

Each Application 
must have a 

Mission Statement 
from your Entity.

Must be on 
Agency / 

Organization 
Letterhead



FY26 Non-Profit 
Grant Application
Proof of 501(C)(3)
(Required)



FY26 Proof of 501(C)(3) Non-Profit Status 

Each Organization that is not 
a House of Worship, is also 
required to submit their Non-

Profit Status Information. 

Please Provide 501(C)(3) 
Letter. 



Heads up on 
FY26 

Application, 
Looking back 

at FY25.
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Looking Back at FY25 for FY26!!!!

Last Year’s Application can be a good reference to what “MAY” be coming for 
FY26. We currently do not know what the Application will look like, but it will be 
similar. 

Additional questions could be added; data requested and more detailed descriptions  
about your project or planned activities. 

Please review the Application and be aware of what could be asked!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Plan ahead!!!!!!!



Please check out the MOHS Website to 
review the previous FY25 FEMA Non-Profit 

Application.  This will provide a potential 
look at possible questions and information  

that may be requested, along with the format 
of the document. 



What Can I Apply for?

This is not Santa’s wish list. 

What is it that you need to reduce a 
terrorist threat?

What are the items that will help 
respond to a terrorist on your 
property?
How can the agency respond, if a 
terrorist event occurs?



What Can I Apply for?
If applicants have questions regarding the 
allowable or unallowable use of funding or need 
assistance in completing the application, please 
contact mohsgrants@dps.ms.gov. 

Applicants may also visit the FEMA website 
and review the Notice of Funding Opportunity 
to review all grant funding guidelines for this 
grant opportunity. Please see the link below:

https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/nonp
rofit-security/nonprofit-security-grant-program-
notices-funding-opportunity
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How Much Can I Apply 
For?

• Funding Maximums (subject to 
change with the release of the official 
2026 Notice of Funding Opportunity 

from FEMA)

• Applicants with one site may apply for 
up to $200,000.00 for that site.

•  Applicants with multiple sites may 
apply for up to $200,000 per site, for up 

to three sites, for a maximum of 
$600,000 per sub-applicant.



What Can I Apply for? 
If a sub-applicant applies for projects at 
multiple sites, regardless of whether the 
projects are similar in nature, it must include 
an assessment of the vulnerability and risk 
unique to each site. Failure to do so may be 
cause for rejection of the application.

If you go over these allowable amounts, your 
Application WILL NOT be considered for 
eligibility. 



What Can I Apply for? Equipment

Allowable costs are focused on target hardening and 
physical security enhancements. Funding can be 
used for the acquisition and installation of security 
equipment on real property (including buildings and 
improvements) owned or leased by the nonprofit 
organization, specifically in prevention of and/or 
protection against the risk of a terrorist attack. 



Items on the AEL are the ONLY 
items allowed for Equipment.

Review the Allowable AEL List. 
Items listed on the IJ/Application 
are what could be awarded. 

BE VERY CAREFUL with what is 
requested and applied for.  



FEMA Authorized Equipment List:
Each item on the Non-Profit Allowable list, is provided in the Funding Guidance, with examples. Please 
remember that equipment is for TERRORISM RELATED projects to reduce and respond against terrorism 
activity. Equipment is not for personal, or entity use outside the grant. 



FEMA Authorized Equipment List:

If you are requesting funding for an internet, subscription or cloud-based system, please 
remember these grants have a period of performance for (1) year. We want them opened and 
closed in (1) year. Agency will need to be able to continue services after the grant has ended. 



FEMA Authorized Equipment List:

There are a few instances with the AEL, that mention… Although allowable, the MOHS has 
not funded this category with past funding. This is not a “NO”, but you will need to provide a 
justification, as to why you need the item and how it is essential to your project. 

We can’t buy items, just because they are allowable, there needs to be a NEED for the item. 



FEMA Authorized Equipment List:

Installation is also part of the FEMA AEL List. Each entity will need to add 
in installation to their request to cover all equipment. If you do not include, it 
will not be included in the funding award (if awarded) and the entity will 
have to cover all costs. 



What Can I Apply for? ALLOWABLES

Training- Although FEMA allows Training, 
MOHS can provide training at no charge.  
Church Security; Active Shooter; CERT 
Training. We generally do not award 
training, as the MOHS can provide for free. 



Contracted 
Security

Although allowable, the MOHS has not awarded contracted security for 
grant awards. If requesting, please provide justification of the need and the 
critical nature of why the entity is requesting.
 Please be aware…… Contracted Security would require contracts provide, 
time and activity sheets, as well as additional documentation. 

THERE MUST BE A NEED, NOT A WANT. 



Management and 
Administration Costs

This is an allowable cost, but  
only 5% of the grant for these 

costs. (Max. $10,000 on a 
$200,000.00 award.) 

Person (not Persons) that you are 
going to use for these services, 

must be working and 
administering the grant. 



What Can I Apply for? 
Management and 
Administration

We can not pay for your Agency Staff 
that do not work directly on the grant. 
Ex. CEO,  Director, Church Staff or 
Pastor’s salary. 

• You will be required to provide 
personnel time sheets for the person 
working.

• You will be required to provide 
documentation of payroll and payment 
to the person.  



Go Ahead 
and Do 
Your 

Homework



Once you have a good idea of what items your Non-
Profit may request, go ahead and check out costs. 



Don’t Guess 
on Project 

Costs. 

Do your 
research.  

Don’t guesstimate on costs and hope you 
will get lucky with the estimates. 

Projects tend to be more expensive than 
thought.

 If awarded, there are still steps that MUST 
take place before the project can begin. 
Costs can and many times go up between the 
time of Application and the time the project 
is ready to begin. 



As you are planning, make sure you add in enough 
“wiggle” to cover the items you are applying for. 

Example: Non-Profit wants to build a fence, 
requests $15,000.00 for the project. Once awarded 
and time to start the project, quotes comes in that 
the fence is $25,000.00. Also, there were no costs 

for installation added into the award. Installation 
of the fence is an additional $7,500.00.

The MOHS will only be able to provide the 
$15,000.00, as that was the amount awarded. 



Unallowable-
Supplanting

• Grant funds will be used to supplement 
existing funds and will not replace (supplant) 
funds that have been appropriated for the same 
purpose. 
• Applicants or recipients may be required to 
supply documentation certifying that a 
reduction in non-federal resources occurred for 
reasons other than the receipt or expected 
receipt of federal funds. 



FY26 Homeland Security Non-Profit Program
Application Release, Grant Writing and Submission of Application

55



When are Applications Released? To Be 
Determined



Grant Writing
Sessions

MOHS will host two virtual grant 
writing workshops designed to 

assist applicants with understanding 
program requirements, addressing 

questions, and preparing strong 
submissions. 

These sessions will also provide 
updates on funding priorities and 
key information for the upcoming 

grant year.



58

Do you have any questions?
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