
Mississippi Office of Homeland Security
State and Local Cybersecurity Grant

2026 Grant Writing Session



Welcome and Introductions

Beth Loflin- MS Office of Homeland Security-
Grants/Finance Director

Bobby Freeman-MS Office of Homeland 
Security Cybersecurity Director



State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
Information about the Federal SLCGP Grant Program
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In the State and Local 
Cybersecurity Grant Program 

Funding Guidance, information 
is provided to fill out the SLCGP 

Grant Application. 

Please read and follow the step-
by-step instructions for each 

section. 



Schedule for State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (SLCGP):

Key Announcements Key Dates
Notice of Funding: Release of Grant Application January 5, 2026
SLCGP Grant Application Release January 15, 2026
Grant Writing Sessions (Virtual) January 28, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.

February 10, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.

Application Deadline February 27, 2026, by 5:00 p.m.
Application Review Period March – April 2026

Initial Risk/Financial Assessment Review (March)
Cybersecurity Review (March)

Executive Award Review (March)
FEMA Approvals (April)

Award Announcement May 15, 2026 (Tentative)
Grant Orientation May 2026
Grant Awards Released At Implementation Meetings (Tentative)
Grant Packets Due June 15, 2026 (Tentative)
Grant Performance Period June 1, 2026-November 30, 2027



Federal Award Overview:
Department of Homeland Security

State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program
Assistance Listing Number (Formerly CFDA) 

97.137
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/ho

meland-security
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https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/homeland-security
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/homeland-security
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/homeland-security
https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/homeland-security


Program 
Objective:

The SLCGP is to assist 
local jurisdictions with 

the managing and 
reducing cyber risk for 

their agencies. 



SLCGP Grant

These funds are provided as 
a four (4) year grant 

program from the federal 
agencies FEMA and CISA to 
State Agencies, such as the 

MS Office of Homeland 
Security. 



MOHS Goals for the 
SLCGP Grant Program
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1

Prioritize Grant 
Funds to be used in 
the most efficient 

and effective way!!!

2

Identify the 
Problems within 

the State. 

3

Identify solutions 
for the Problems 
found within the 

State. 

Provide funds (If 
possible) to areas 

with Needs that can 
be addressed. 



Federal Appropriation

SLCGP Funds are from 2022-2025 
Federal Appropriations

• Items within the Funding Guidance are 
subject to change, based on funding 
amounts; Federal Notice of Funding; 
Guidance and FEMA/DHS.   

• The Application is an Application and not 
a Guarantee of any funding. 



Federal Funding for SLCGP

The MOHS has received the following 
amounts so far for the SLCGP program. 
• FY22: $3,273,651.00
• FY23: $6,639,551.00*
• FY24: $5,034,487.00
• FY25: $1,644,657.00

Total: $16,592,346.00 Total Funds



Important 
Application 
Information
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Application Deadline:

All SLCGP applications and 
supporting documentation must be 
received by the Mississippi Office 
of Homeland Security offices by 

February 27, 2026, by 5:00 p.m. 
Email to: 

MOHSgrants@dps.ms.gov
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mailto:MOHSgrants@dps.ms.gov


Who can Apply?

The applicant must not be listed on the 
suspended and debarred list.

The applicant must not be listed on the 
Denied Parties List.

The applicant must be NIMS complaint with 
NIMS Courses (100, 200,700 and 800).

Applicants must have a current and active 
DUNS/Unique Entity Identification number.

Applicant must read and comply with 2 
CFR 200.318 to 2 CFR 200.327 regulations. 



Who can Apply?

Must be a participant into 
the SLCGP Grant Program. 

Completed a Memorandum of Understanding 

Submitted a Consent Form

Batch 1, Batch 2 and Batch 3 are eligible for 
Application Submission. 



Who can Apply?
Eligible Entities: Eligible sub-entities able to apply for SCLGP funding include 
State, tribal, and local governments. “Local government” is defined in 6 U.S.C. 
§ 101(13) as:

• A county, municipality, city, township, local public authority, school district, 
special district, intrastate district, council of governments, regional or 
interstate government entity, or agency or instrumentality of a local 
government.

• An Indian tribe or authorized tribal organization, or in Alaska a Native 
village or Alaska Regional Native Corporation; and

• A rural community, unincorporated town or village, or other public entity.

Special Emphasis with Grant Applications that are considered 
RURAL Entities. 

50,000 or less in population



What do I need to Apply?
• Applicant must have written procurement standards per 2 CFR 

200.318(a).
• Applicant must have written conflict of interest standards per 2 

CFR 200.318(c).
• Applicant read and understands that certain telecommunications 

and video surveillance services or equipment are prohibited 
from being purchased using grant funds. See 2 CFR § 200.216 
and 2 CFR § 200.471. 

• Applicant must take necessary steps to assure that minority 
businesses, women's business enterprises, and labor surplus area 
firms are used, when possible, per 2 CFR 200.321. 

• Applicant agrees that this federal funding does not supplant 
(replace) state, local, and agency monies in their organization's 
budget for the requested items in this application.

Follow all local; state and federal guidance for 
funds. 



What do I need to Apply?

The following MUST items must be submitted, 
or the application will be considered 
incomplete.
• Complete SLCGP Application 
• Agency Signatures 
• UEI Certification (Active) & UEI #
• Audit (Most Recent)
• NIMS Certification (100, 200, 700 & 800)
• Justifications (If Required)

• Items over $75,000.00



Grant Fund/Project Selections
Grant Funds will be based on availability of funds with several 
important factors to consider:
• Risk/Vulnerability and Need of Jurisdiction
• SLCGP Cybersecurity Assessment Results (if applicable)
• Cost of Project
• Impact of Project



What Happens After 
Application is 

Submitted?

Applications 
Received

Applications 
Reviewed for 
Completeness

Applications-
Risk/Financial 

Assessment
Application-
Peer Review 

Executive 
Planning and 

Funding 
Review



Please Remember….
• Funding is limited. Funding is competitive. Funding is NOT a guarantee!!

• Please prioritize projects and requests. Awards will be made on the need identified, how 
the need will assist the State in the MOHS mission and if funds are available.

• Projects may be funded in whole or partially funded. 

All applicants will receive a notice of award or notice of non-approval. All non-approval 
applications will be kept on file for (1) one year if funds become available. If funding 
becomes available, then a MOHS staff member will contact the agency to discuss 
opportunities.
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SLCGP Funding 
Guidance. 
Page 4-7

*Potential Allowable 
SLCGP Projects 



Allowable SLCGP 
Grant Items:

Allowable Costs may include the 
following funding areas:
• Contractual Services
• Equipment
• Commodities/Supplies 
• Training
• Other Items
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Unallowable SLCGP Grant Items:
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Supplanting: 
o Grant funds will be used to supplement existing funds and will not replace (supplant) funds that have 

been appropriated for the same purpose. Applicants or recipients may be required to supply 
documentation certifying that a reduction in non-federal resources occurred for reasons other than 
the receipt or expected receipt of federal funds. 

All items MUST be NEW planned items. Items can not have already purchased for the entity.
Can not replace already purchased items with local funds and replace with federal funds.  



Prohibited SLCGP Grant Items:
Funding Guidance: Page 9

Recipients and subrecipients of FEMA federal financial assistance are 
subject to the prohibitions described in section 889 of the John S. McCain 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (FY 2019 
NDAA), Pub. L. No. 115-232 (2018) and 2 C.F.R. §§ 200.216, 200.327, 
200.471, and Appendix II to 2 C.F.R. Part 200. Beginning August 13, 
2020, the statute – as it applies to FEMA recipients, subrecipients, and 
their contractors and subcontractors – prohibits obligating or expending 
federal award funds on certain telecommunications and video surveillance 
products and contracting with certain entities for national security reasons.  

Guidance is available at FEMA Policy #405-143-1 - Prohibitions on 
Expending FEMA Award Funds for Covered Telecommunications 
Equipment or Services Additional Information and restrictions can be 
found in FEMA NOFO.
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Let’s Write a Grant Application
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Information and 
Contact Page
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Contact 
Information and 

Signatory 
Authorized 

Official
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Agency Type
UEI Number

UEI Exp. Date
Congressional 

District



31

NIMS Compliance is required. 
Someone from your Agency will need 
to have NIMS Certifications 100; 200; 

700 and 800.

Please upload documents within the 
“File Attachment Box”
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Grant Funding Request



Problem Identification
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Problem Identification
-Please Answer Each Question



Proposed Project Description and 
Project Details
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Description and Details

Provide as much information and details as possible when describing the 
planned project that will be implemented. If there is not enough room, please 
add in additional lines. 

The MOHS is looking for a detailed summary of the project 
details and how the project will be implemented within the 

agency. Why does the agency need funds? 
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Gaps, Vulnerabilities and Capabilities

Provide detailed descriptions 
to the questions for the 

following questions. Add as 
much detail as possible, if 
agency runs out of room, 

please add in additional lines. 
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Gaps, Vulnerabilities and Capabilities

Provide detailed descriptions 
to the questions for the 

following questions. Add as 
much detail as possible, if 
agency runs out of room, 

please add in additional lines. 
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Gaps, Vulnerabilities and Capabilities

Provide detailed descriptions 
to the questions for the 

following questions. Add as 
much detail as possible, if 
agency runs out of room, 

please add in additional lines. 
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Grant Objectives

Mark one or multiple objectives that best fit the planned project. 



Grant Budget
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Contractual Services

All expenses must be in accordance with current state and federal guidelines. Agency should be prepared to be able to 
continue contractual services after the end of the Grant Performance Period. 

Please place the services within 
the provided chart, along with the 

Amount and Quantity. 
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Cybersecurity Equipment

All equipment must be on the FEMA Authorized Equipment List (AEL). You can find the AEL at 
https://www.fema.gov/grants/tools/authorized-equipment-list.  Equipment MUST be for cybersecurity-based programs and 

activities. (See Funding Guidance for more information). 

SLCGP Funding 
Guidance. 
Pages 5-8
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Equipment Budget

Please include the AEL 
Number; Description; 
Costs and Quantity. 
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Training/Workforce Development

Please include a listing of any 
trainings or professional 

certification programs that the 
Agency will be seeking with grant 

funds. Please include Training 
Name, Costs, Number of person(s) 
to be training and the total costs. 
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Training/Workforce Development
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Other Expenses:

Include a detailed assessment of additional needs within the program area in which Applicants will be 
applying. Additional items listed in this category must have a detailed justification for requests. All expenses 
must be in accordance with current state and federal guidelines. 



48

Sustainability:

Federal funds awarded under the SLCGP should be 
considered as “one” time funding. Funds should be 
used to address the current priority of the Agency. 
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Sustainability:

Provide as much detail as possible 
on the plans for the sustainability 
and future of the Cybersecurity 

program. 
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Prior Grant Experience:
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Agency Audit:

Easy Way to find Audits…….

Visit the Mississippi State Auditor’s Website. 

Go to the Reports Tab 
on the front page. 

Drop Down Box will 
give you option. Pick 

Audit Reports.
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Agency Audit:

Type in City/County or 
School District into the 

Search Section. 

Once results are found, the agency can them save the most recent audit for 
their file, as well as be able to submit the audit to meet the MOHS grant 
requirement. 
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Agency Audit:

Non-federal organizations, which expend $1,000,000.00 or more in federal funds during a 
fiscal year, will be required to have an audit performed in accordance with 2 CFR Part 200, 
Subpart F. Applicant MUST provide a copy of their Applicants latest audit report, if  applicant 
meets the funding threshold. If an agency is applying as a sub-agency of a municipality or 
county, please include the municipality or county’s latest audit report. Attach a copy of the 
latest audit at the time of the Application submission.
If an agency is required to submit an audit, but is not submitted with the Application, the 
Application will be considered incomplete. 
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Agency Audit:
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Application Signatures and Submission 
Box. 

Please electronically sign the 
document, as well as put the printed 

name and title. 

Before Submission, please double 
check your responses. 



Before Submitting Application
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Before submitting the 
Application, be sure you 

have checked and 
reviewed all the 
requirements for 

submission. 



NIMS 
Certifications 
(100; 200; 700 

and 800)
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NIMS Certifications (100; 200; 700 and 800)

59

Clarification for 
NIMS Certifications:

(1) person needs to 
have the Certifications 
-NOT EVERYONE 

on Staff.

Certifications can be 
completed online.

No Expiration date of 
NIMS Certificates.
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FEMA - Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Course | IS-100.C: Introduction to the Incident Command System, 
ICS 100

Links for NIMS Certificates

FEMA - Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Course | IS-200.C: Basic Incident Command System for Initial 
Response, ICS-200

FEMA - Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Course | IS-700.B: An Introduction to the National Incident 
Management System

FEMA - Emergency Management Institute (EMI) Course | IS-800.D: National Response Framework, An Introduction

https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-100.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-200.c&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-700.b&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d&lang=en
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-800.d&lang=en


Items Required for a COMPLETE Application 
Submission

If required items are missing with the submission, the 
Application will be tagged as incomplete. 

Missing Information and Documentation could result 
in not being awarded or awarded reduced levels. 

WHAT IS AWARDED IS AWARDED!! 



What Happens Next?

MOHS will review each application and start an internal Risk 
Assessment within the Grants/Finance Department. 

Mississippi Cybersecurity Unit will review each application 
for a Peer Review.

At the end of the Reviews, the MOHS Executive Staff will 
review Applications and Budgets for Selection of Awards. 



What Happens Next?

At the end of the Executive Review, a list of potential awards is 
developed. 

MOHS prepared Request for Release of Funds and Approval 
documents for FEMA/CISA to review and approve. 

Once FEMA/CISA approve potential projects, then the 
MOHS can notify all applicants of approvals or non-
approvals. 



What Happens Next?

Notifications will be submitted to ALL applicants for 
Award or Non-Award of grant funds. 

Award Paperwork will be developed. 

Implementation Meetings will be scheduled to go 
over Grant Logistics and program management. 



SLCGP Grant 
Application

Due to MOHS

65

Due February 27, 
2026

By 5:00 p.m.



Questions
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